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Suſpicione ſi quis errabit ſua; 
Et rapiet ad ſe quod erit commune omniuni, 
Stulte nudabit animi conſcientiam. 
Hluic excuſatum me welim nihilominus. 
Negque enim notare ſingulos mens eft mihi, 
Verum ipſam vitam et mores hominum oftendere. . 
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Of what Quality and Diſtinétion 


ſoever, 


HIS Diſcourſe (in Hopes that the 
Arguments and Reaſons, offered 

to their Conſideration, will prevail upon 
them to abſtain from the horrid Vices 
therein condemned, and to preſerve 
themſelves pure and uncorrupted to their 
Lives End) is more particularly inſcribed 


and dedicated, by 
Their hearty 77 eber 
Aud humble Servant, 


ALEXANDER JEPHSON, 
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T may, perhaps, afford Matter of Speculation 
and Enquiry (at leaſt to ſome Perſons) why I 
- ſhould chooſe, at this Time, to publiſh a Diſ- 
courſe on this Subject, ſince it may be thought 


hard and difficult to treat it with that Niceneſs and 


Delicacy which it requires, and without giving Of— 
tence and Diſtaſte, in ſome Reſpect or other: And 
eſpecially ſince the very worthy and learned Dr Cob- 
den hath ſo lately obliged the Nation with an excellent 


_ Diſcourſe upon this very Point. But, whatever Cen- 
ſures I may incur by the preſent Publication, there is 


no Man, that has any Knowledge of the World, who 
will imagine that I can have the leaſt Inducement there- 
to from the Motive of Self- Intereſt; ſince, how many 
and different ſoever the Ways and Methods are which 
lead to Preferment, the Preaching againſt the reigning 


.and faſhionable Vices of the Age (cſpecially ſuch as 
are favoured and encouraged by the Great and Po.]. 
erful) is, I am ſure, not to be reckoned as one of 
them. The only Conſideration, therefore, which 


could poſſibly prevail upon me to bring this Diſcourſe 


into the Light, was the Hopes that ſome of thoſe, in- 


to Whoſe Hands it may happen to fall, may be in- 
fluenced, by the Arguments urged therein, to refrain 
the Practice of theſe odious and deteſtable Voices, 
which will certainly (however they may delude them - 
ſelves in this Matter) be of the moſt dreadful and 


dangerous Conſequence to them, both in this Lite 


and the next. 


What 


* 

What the pious Author juſt mentioned has deli- 
vered upon this Topick, is, indeed, very judicious 
and excellent, and it is to be hoped it hath had conſi- 
derable Effects. But as it is impoſſible, in the nar- 
row Compaſs to which that Diſcourſe is confined, to 
treat ſo fully and diſtinctly upon this Subject, as the 
great Importance of it manifeſtly demands, and 
ſince the main Arguments which thoſe who are aban- 
doned to theſe Vices commonly alledge in their Ex- 
cuſe and Vindication, are therein left untouched, it 
will, I preſume, be no Ground of Diſpleaſure to that 
very good Man to add a few Thoughts, by Way of 
Supplement, to what he hath advanced upon this 
Head, with ſuch Strength and Force of Reaſon and 
Eloquence. And, indeed, there is the greateſt Occa- 
ſion and Neceſſity for every one, who hath Leiſure 
and Abilities, to contribute all that lies in him to the 
ſame good Purpoſe and Deſign; fince if they, who 
know the State of the Nation better than I do, have 
Judged right, “an open and profeſſed Diſregard to 
20 Religion is become the diſtinguiſhing Character of 
the preſent Age: An Evil growing to a great 
« Height in the Metropolis of the Nation, and daily 
* ſpreading through every Part of it; which hath 
** 'aJready brought in ſuch Diſſoluteneſs and Contempt 
* of Principle in the higher Part of the World, 
and ſuch profligate Intemperance and Fearleſſneſs of 
* committing Crimes in the lower, as muſt, if this 
* Torrent of Impiety ſtop not, become abſolutely 
« fatal (a)*%. And eſpecially the heinous Sins of 
Adultery and vagrant Uncleanneſs are become an epi- 
demical Evil, as our excellent Metropolitan hath 
truly obſerved (5). And there are too many among 
us, who nat only give themſelves up, without Re- 
ſtraint, to theſe horrid Vices, but alſo ſeem to juſtify 


* 


(a) Biſhop Secker's Charge to his Clergy, 1738, p. 3. 
1 Archbiſhop Herring's Sermon on the Faſt-Day, aa 7% 
174 P. 14. | 
”, 2 themſclvey 


( vi) 
themſelves therein, by falſe Reaſonings and fallacioug 
Principles. It is therefore a Matter of indiſpenſable 
Neceſſity to obviate thoſe Principles, and clearly to 
repreſent the fatal and dangerous Effects and Conſe- 
quences of them. And, if the Goſpel be a true Re- 
velation from God, as may be clearly demonſtrated 
(and 1 humbly conceive that thoſe who indulge them- 
ſelves in theſe horrid Vices, we are now treating of, 

ſhould þe able to demonſtrate the contrary) the heinous 
Sins of Adultery and Fornication will (as is fully 
ſhewn 1n the enſuing Diſcourſe) be attended with the 
moſt ſevere and dreadful Puniſhments in the World 
to come. And yet, beſides this, the many fatal 
Miſchiefs which are at preſent derived from theſe 
Practices, are more than ſufficient to diſſuade all Men, 
and particularly thoſe of great Quality and Di- 
ſtinction, from engaging in the Commiſſion of them; 
fince, by this Means, as the excellent Prelate laſt cited 
hath well remarked, not only “ the good Ends of 
God's Inſtitution are defeated*?, but alſo “ great 
«| Numbers of the People are diminiſhed, and opu- 
<« [ent and noble Families undone (c)“. And what- 
ever ſome Men may vainly imagine, there is no poſſible 
Way to ſuppreſs and diſcountenance any unclcan and 
filthy Pragtices, but by the Promotion of juſt and 
lawful Marriage. And, moreover, the Conſideration 
of the Dignity and Eminence of their Station might, 

one would think, be a powerful Reſtraint upon 
them from ſuch Meaſures, as we could hardly 
think any but the very meaneſt and moſt con- 
temptible of the Frople could ever fal into, 

And, indeed, as the fame Author rightly obſcrves, 
e is ſurely an Inſtance of Perſons being throughly 
« corrupted in their Manners, when Men of bigh 
© Character, and of the beſt Education, moſt im- 
% proved Underſtandings, and moſt enlightened 

Knowledge, ſecm (as to any Regards to Religion 
and Virtuc) to be upon the Level with the moſt 

c) Archbiſho 1 Ibid. 
ener, A 2 * as tbondoad; 


(vn) 
e abandoned, and exactly in the mean, ſordid, and 
« ſhameful Sentiments of the very Dregs of the 
«© People (d) . Nay, ſometimes, to plunge themſelves 
into ſuch Enormitics, of which many, even of the 
Vulgar, would have the utmoſt Abhorrence and De- 
teſtation (e). 

In great Pity, therefore, and Commiſeration to all 
Orders and Degrees of Men, who are unhappily ad- 
dicted to theſe infamous Practices, and eſpecially to 
thoſe of the higher Rank and Dignity, I have pre- 
vailed upon myſelf, after much Struggle and Con- 
tention to the contrary, to offer this Diſcourſe to the 
Public: And I think it very ſeaſonable at this Time, 
when the Judgments of God, in the raging Mortality 
among the Cattle (of which we may juſtly have the 
molt alarming Apprehenſions) ſtill he ui upon the 
Nation; and which we cannot fo rationally aſcribe to 
any one Cauſe, as to the Dominion and Prevalency of 
theſe accurſcd Crimes (f)! And, therefore, it is to be 
hoped, that many of thoſe who are fond of diſtin- 
guiſhing themſelves by their Love to their Country, 
will not, at this critical Juncture, come ſo far ſhort 
of their Pretenſions, as, for the Sake of a mean 
trifling Gratification, to venture the expoling their 
Country, as well as themſelves, to utter Ruin and 
Deſtruction. And let them not treat this Applica- 
tion now made to them (as is too often done) with 
Neglect and Scorn. For Things will have their ne- 
ceſſary Effects and Conſequences, whatever Men think 
and imagine. Nay, I will be bold to ſay, Men may 
ſometimes egregiouſly impoſe upon themſelyes, by 


(4) Archbiſhop Herring. Ibid. p. 16, 11. 

(e) Eſſe inter Gothos non licet ſcortatorem Gathum, foli inter 
Eos prajudicio nationis ac nominis permittuntur eſſe Romani. 
Salvian de Gubernat. Dei, p. 242. Admirabile videatur hoc illis 
(barbaris) Naturam dare, quod Græci longa ſapientium doQrina 
præceptiſque Philoſophorum aſſequi nequeunt, cultoſque mores 
incultæ barbariz collatione ſuperari. Tanto plus in illis proficit 
vitiorum ignoratio quam in his cognitio virtutis, Juin, lib. ii. c. ii. 
Vd8ee Dr 3 s Sermon, p. 13. 
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fancying that they diſpelieve the great Truths of Re- 
ligion, when really they do not (g). And that God 
will interpoſe, by immediate Puniſhments, when the 
Nations of the World are arrived to a high Pitch of 


Impiety and Wickedneſs, is not only the plain 
Declaration of Holy Scripture (5), but it is alſo 
agreeable to the Senſe and Judgment of Mankind, in 
all Ages of the World. Innumerable Inftances might 
be given of this; but, that I may not be tedious to 
the Reader, the Teſtimony of Herodotus ſhall ſerve 
for all, who lays it down as a certain Rule, that for 
great Crimes there are as great Puniſhments ſent from 
God (7). Upon which Accounts, it is highly expe- 
dient, that all Perſons who are concerned in the pre- 
ſent Argument ſhould take the Matter into their 
ſerious Conſideration 5 and eſpecially ſhould beware 
that they do not deceive themſclves, to their own Ruin, 
by falſe and miſtaken Principles. The chief and 
principal of which (as far as I have been ever able to 
learn) as drawn from the Scripture, is, I flatter myſelf, 
221 conſidered and refuted in the following Diſcourſe. 
And, with Reſpect to tl.e horrid Crimes now under 
Examination, I would beg all Perſons among us to 
remember, that in all Ages of the World Adultery 
was held odious and deteſtable. And, with Regard 
to the infamous Practice of Porn nr let no Per- 
ſons among us be ſo weak as to think they may ſcreen 
themſelves from the Sin and Danger thereof, upon any 
Pretence of a private Contract made between the 
Parties, which is yet more than the Generality of 
thoſe who fall into this Snare can lay any Claim to. 


) Non Ignoro pleroſque conſcientia meritorum nil ſe eſſe poſt 
mortem magis optare quam credere. Malunt enim extingui peni- 
tas quam ad ſupplicia reparari. Minut. Feliz, p. 102. 

) See, particularly, Gen. XX. 9. Pal. Cvit. 34. Jer. v. 9. 
Jer. 1125 9, 10. g 
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(ix) 

For all Commerce of that Kind, as many learned 
Men have rightly obſerved (e), out of the Bands of 
Wedlock, ſolemnized according to the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of every Country, is and ought to be deem- 
ed Fornication. And they who are otherwiſe con- 
cerned with each other (whatever their Quality and 
Diſt inction may be in this. World) are and ought to 
be made liable to all the Cenſures and Penalties which 
are due to that Tranſgreſſion. And, indeed, if once 
this Method of Cohabitation ſhould be publickly 
countenanced and encouraged, how dreadful the Con- 
ſequences of it would be to the Intereſt and Happi- 
neſs of any Kingdom, any one, of the leaſt Diſ- 
cernment, may eaſily perceive. For, to uſe the Words 
of a moſt learned Civilian (/), Who is there that can 
pretend to be inſenſible how little Difference there 
would be between Beaſts and Men, ſhould the Ordi- 
nance of Marriage be univerſally cancelled and re- 
pealed (m)? And it is ſurely a great Reflection upon 
thoſe of the very loweſt Degree of Judgment among 
us, and much more then upon ſuch as are of great 


% See particularly Biſhop Gib/on's Charge to his Clergy, 1730, 
p. 23. e 
0 Puffendorf*s Law of Nature and Nations, Book VI. Chap. i. 

F. 5. Vide loc. And, how great Miſchiefs have been owing to 
the Violation of Marriage, Horace hath long ago obſerved : * 


Feecunda culpæ ſecula nuptias * * 
Primum inquinavere, & genus & domos. 
Hoc fonte derivata clades 75 
In patriam populumque fluxit. 

el ö Lib. III. Ode VI. 


) Non licuit thalami expertem fine crimine vitam 

Degere more ferz ? Zneid. lib. iv. I. 550.——Eſt Em- 
| phaſis inter figuras, cum ex aliquo dicto latens aliquid eruitur, ut, 
apud Virgilium, Non licuit thalami expertem, &c. Quanquam 
enim de Matrimonio queratur Dido, tamen hue erupit ejus affectus, 
ut fine thalamis vitam non hominum putet ſed ferarum. Quins 
filian Inſtit. Orat. lib. ix. cap. 6 en 
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Parts and Underſtanding in all other Reſpects, to ap- 
prove and juſtify ſuch Meaſures as were ſuitable only 
to the Cynics themſelves (n), who, as Lucian rightly 
repreſents them, had a kind of camplexional Aver- 
ſion to all Order and Decency (o). And I hope na 
Perſons of Faſhion and Diſtinction (if this Diſcourſe 
ſhould happen to fall into their Hands) will conceive 
the leaſt Reſentment and Diſpleaſure in their Minds 
againſt me, for ſhewing ſo much Regard and Concern 
for the Dignity of their Station and Character, by 
this moſt friendly Caution to them, to beware of fal- 
ling into thoſe Snares, which (whatever they may 
now vainly think) will not only expoſe them here- 
after to the dreadful Judgments of God, but at pre- 
ſent derive the utmoſt Diſgrace and Diſparagement 
upon them. And, indeed, let the Libertines of the 
Age pretend what they will, though it muſt not be 
denied but that the Sin of Fornication and Unclean- | 
neſs was too much encouraged and juſtified by ſome 
of the greateſt Men in the Heathen World (p) (and | 
it was one of the monſtrous Corruptions and Abo— 
minations of Paganiſm) yet, even then, there were 
many virtuous and good Men, who had the utmoſt 
Abhorrence thereof (z). And in many Places it 


\ 


(8) "Facts 5 Y xevas Iva bel tie yuralins, yduc! nn» 
e ovoual ol, dAAdG ,b Th T5172 7H Gubeiral, Dieg. 
Leirt. in Vit. Diogenis, p. 411. Edit. Ca/aubon. 

(0) K aw, np T mavra g ey fic. tides f 0 i- 
xer Y jueTgtorns U Qνοοονον,t amr Cuac! T4 Tpoowrs 
Farrero:. Diog. ap. Lugiani Dialog. ir Neg: ror Blov. N 7. 
. (4) Vide Selen de jur. Nat. & Gent. lib. v. cap. iv. Pufen- 
"8 4 dor g, lib ii. cap ili. F. 8. 
| | j (9) It is a famous Aphoriſm of Uſpian, that a Whore is vile and 
wicked by het Profeſſion. Pufendorf, lib: vi. cap. i. 5. 4. And 
it is very remarkable what the ſame Author obſerves from Platarch, 

of the People of Chios, vix. that, though the Iſland was famous 
| for Beauties, yet there was, among that People, no Mention of 
1 Adultery, or any unchaſte Practice, for the Space of 700 Vears. 
78 Pyffendorf, ibid. in Not. vid, loc. vid. etiam Hocomangi Annotat. in 


F dos tog. Var. p. 333-0. 7. 


Was- 


| ("x1 ) 
was allowed, under very great Reſtraints (7), and only 
upon Reaſons of Policy (s). But I beheve it will be 


hard to find any civilized Nation (at leaſt from the 


Days of Cecrops, the firſt King of the Athenians, who 


ed the Pagan Corruptions and Defilements by 


matrimonial Laws (7), in which there were not cer- 
tain Forms and Ceremonies appointed by the Laws, 
which the different Sexes were obliged to obſerve, 
before they could lawfully, and with Decency, coha- 
bit together (uv). What theſe Ceremonies were, may 
be ſeen at large, in Sigonivs, Briſſonius, and other 
learned Antiquaries. And the Reader may find ſuffi- 
cient to his Purpoſe, in our own Countrymen, Selden, 
Potter, and Kennet (w), But they chiefly conſiſted in 
theſe two Particulars, viz. in Prayers and Sacrifices 
offered to the Gods, and eſpecially to the Goddeſs 


Diana (x), and in a Nuptial Feaſt and Solemnity, 


(r) Vid. Plant. Curcul. Act. i. Scen, i. 

(s) The Principle on which thoſe States and People proceeded, 
who connived at ſuch youthful Diſorders, was, by the Means of 
thoſe public Traders in Lewdneſs, to preſerve and guard the pri- 
vate Chaſtity of Virgins and honeſt Matrons. Puffendorf, ibid. 

(t) Vid Puffendorf, ibid. 5. 5. Potter's Antiquities, lib. iv. 
cap. xi. 

*y Thus all the Civilians have determined; Juſtas nuptias in- 
ter {e contrahunt cives Romani qui ſecundum præcepta legum 
coeunt. Tuflinian. Inftitut. lib. i. tit. 10. Juſtum Matrimonium 
elt ſi inter Eos qui nuptias contrahunt connubium eſt Et Connu- 
bium eſt uxoris jure ducendz facultas. Ulpian, tit, 6. Legitimæ 
ſunt nuptiæ ſi Romanus Romanam auptiis intervenientibus vel 
conſenſu (ſcil. parentum ut videas apud Juftinian. ibid.) ducat 
uxorem. Caii Inſtitut. lib. 1. tit. 4. And that by auptiis here is 
meant the Marriage Solemnities is clear, as from the Oppoſition of 
the Word in the Sentence, ſo from that Saying of [FE ſehinus, i in 
Terence, Occidunt me equidem dum nimis ſanQas nuptias ſtudent 
facere : in apparando conſumunt diem. Adelph. Act. v. Scen. vii. 

(ww) Selqen de Jur. 1 & Gent. lib v. cap v. Potter's Anti- 
quities, lib. iv. ca . . Kennet's Antiquities, lib, v. Cap. ix. 

{x) Potter, ibid. p. 279, 280, 


which 


(xi) | 
which ſometimes laſted for a Week together (y). 
And great Pity it is that this Decency of preparatory 
Solemnities ſhould be ſo much overlooked and lighted 
by many knowing and ſenſible Perſons, in too many 


Parts of the Chriſtian World (z). 


And thus much I thought neceſſary to obſerve, by 
Way of Introduction to the following Diſcourſe. 
And I hope no one will judge it to be tedious and 
impertinent, eſpecially at this Seaſon, when all Man- 
ner of Religion is trampled under Foot, and the 
heavy Judgments of God are hanging over our Heads, 
And, if there were no other Argument againſt thoſe 
Vices here treated of, this, one would think, might 
be ſufficient, that, in the Judgmentof God Himſelf, they 
Who give themſelves up thereto are ſo baſe and ſcanda- 
Jous, that no one can, without manifeſt Guilt and Infa- 
my, have any Familiarity of Converſation with them, 
(See 1 Cor. v. 9 to 12.) Which all thoſe ſhould well 
conſider, who, for the Sake of the paltry Intereſts of this 
World, careſs and flatter ſuch intamous and deteſtable 
Perſons. And therefore, after ſo many and con- 
vincing Reaſons for the preſent Publication, if any 
of our Libertines ſhall cenſure me for attempting it, 
and ſhall (as is commonly done in the like Caſes) caſt 
any ſlanderous Aſperſions and Recriminations upon 
my Reputation and Character; I here let them know 
beforehand, that though I ſhall, indeed, think myſelf 


{y) Atquin etiam apud Ethnicos ſponſæ velatz ad virum du- 
euntur. Convivia autem nuptialia ſeculis illis ſo/ennibas acceſſiſſe 
ſcribunt, eaque per 7 dies celebrari ſolita, quod ex nuptiis Jacobi et 
Labanis filiaram obſervant. Gen. xxix. 22—27. Selden, ibid. 
Conſtat ſponſas intactas fuiſſe, donec, convocato cœtu, matrimoni- 
um ſolenni prece initiaretur: quod non tam lege preceptum, quam 
ab antiquiſſimis, ut arbitror, patribus traditum, Judzi ut olim ita 
nunè quoque obſervant, a quibus ad Chriſtianos id inſtitutum ho- 


neſtatis pleniſſimum manavit. Grot. in Matt. cap. i. v. 18. 


(S) Nothing (ſays an excellent Writer) is a greater Mark of a 
degenerate and vicious Age, than the common Ridicule which paſſes 


7 this (the married) State of Life. Spectator, No. 261, See the 


lace, 


bound 
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bound to pray to God for them, yet, with Regard 
to the Cenſure itſelf, and the Perſons that offer it, I 
ſhall treat them both alike with Contempt and Scorn, 

I have no more to add, but to beg a Bleſſing of 
God upon this preſent Undertaking. And if what jg 
here offered to the Public ſhall have only ſo much 
Effect, as to prevent any one or two Perſons in the 


Kingdom from plunging themſelves into the odious 


and dangerous Vices here diſcourſed againſt, or to re- 
cover them to a ſober Mind, when fallen into them, 
I ſhall think my Labour, in this little Performance, 


_ abundantly compenſated : Or if (which perhaps may 
be the Caſe) it ſhall not have the leaſt Influence upon 
any Perſons concerned, nor be thought worthy of 


their Conſideration, we ſhall then only ſay (ſince 
every one muſt bear his own Burthen) that if Men 
are reſolved to play the Fool, and make themſelves 
miſerable, He that is unjuſt may be unjuſt ſtill, and he 
that is filthy may be filthy ſtill, Rev. xxii. 11. But as 
for our Parts, who have faithfully diſcharged our 
Office, by giving Men Warning of their Danger, 
this will be a ſufficient Comfort to us, That in ſo doing 
we have delivered our own Souls, Ezek. xxxiii. 9. And 
the great Fudge of the World will come quickly, whoſe 


Reward is with him, to give to every Man according as 
Bis Work ſhall be, Rev. xxii. 12. And then they that 


be wiſe ſhall ſhine like the Brighmeſs of the Firmament, 
and not only they who actually turn many to Righteouſ- 
eſs, but doubtleſs thoſe alſo who fncerely endeavour to 
turn them, though they ſhould fail of Succeſs, /;ke ibs 
Stars for ever and ever, Dan. xii. 3. 
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| Hebr. xill. The latter Part of the 4th Verſe, | 


But Whoremongers and Adulterers God wi I 
judge. | 
The whole Verſe runs thus, 


Marriage is honourable in all Men, and the Bed 
undefiled ; but Whoremongers and Adulterers God 
will judge. 


HE Apoſtle, in the former Part of the 


Verſe, having obſerved what great Eſteem 
and Honour hath, in all Ages and by all 
Nations, been thought due to lawful Mar- 
riage, and to ſuch Perſons who have been fo wiſe and 
happy as to preſerve themſelves pure and undefiled in 
that holy State, proceeds in the Words of the Text 
to ſet before us the great and heinous Sin and Danger 
of Adultery and Fornication ; which Crimes, though 
in themſelves the moſt diſgraceful to human Nature, 
and of the utmoſt Damage and Miſchief both to the 
Souls and Bodies of Men, have yet ever been, and 
{till are too greedily practiſed; and not only ſo, but 
juſtified and defended by great Numbers of all Ranks 
and Degrees of Mankind, throughout the whole 
World. In order, therefore, to deter you, whom God 
hath committed to my Care, from falling into theſe 
Vices, I have ſeveral Times, in the Courſe of my 
Preaching, briefly hinted to you the great Sin and 
Danger of them. But now, with God's Leave, I 
purpoſe to treat directly upon this Subject, that no- 
thing may be wanting, on my Part, to preſerve you 
from theſe Snares, which will bring the utmoſt _ 
an 
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(016) 
and Miſchief upon you in this World, and moſt cer- 
tainly, without a very bitter Repentance, expoſe you 
to the everlaſting Wrath and Vengeance of God in 
the Life to come. For though Marriage is honour- 
alle in all Men, and the Bed undefiled, yet Whihere- 
mongers and Adulterers God will judge. 

In ſpeaking to which Words, I ſhall conſider theſe 
two Particulars. 1/t, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 
wherein conſiſt the great and heinous Sins of Adul- 
tery and Fornication. And, 24h, In what Reſpects 
God is ſaid in the Text to judge thoſe Perſons who 
are guilty of theſe Crimes. But before I proceed to 
theſe, I ſhall firſt briefly enquire wha the Apoſtle 
here means by W horemongers and ulterers, and 
wherein lies the Difference berween them, Now the 
original Word ropvelæ which is generally rendered For- 
nication or Whoredom, is ſometimes more largely 
underſtood to ſignify the Sin of Adultery as well as 
that of Fornication, as in Mall. v. 32 (a). ch. xix. 
9. 00 

But- the true Difference between them conſiſts jn 
this, that Fornication is the Sin of Uncleanneſs, when 
committed only by ſingle Perſons: Whereas it is 
eſſential to Adoltery, that one of the Perſons at leaſt 
Who are guilty are in a married State (c)! And herein 
lies the Difference between Whoremongers and Adul- 
terers mentioned in the Text. Which being pre- 
miſed, I now proceed to the firſt Thing I propoſed 


x 


to conſider, viz. to ſhew wherein conſiſt the great and 


heinous Sins of Adultery and Fornication, And, 
ſe we will conſider that of Fornication. _ | 
ow the vile and heinous Nature of F ornication 


conſiſts chiefly in theſe Four Things. 


x8. In that it is directly contrary to that Holineſs 
and Purity which Nerd indiſpenſably en of all 


3 


mr We Grot. in loc. | | 
) Vide Poli. Synopſ. Critic in loc. 
8 Vide Grot. Fataum & Eſtium in Gal. v. 19. 
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fiefhly Luſt, becauſe, as they zeit the ned of 
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his Diſciples, For thus ſays he to them, Bleſſed are 
the pure in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God, Matt. v. 8. 
And for this Reaſon St Paul requires that we flee 
Fornication, 1 Cer. vi. 18. And again, ſays he, his 
is the Will of God, even your Sanctification, that ye 
ſhould abſtain from Fornicaticn : That every one of 
you ſhould know how 1o poſſeſs his Veſſel in Sanctiſi- 
cation and Honour, 1 Theſſ. iv. 3, 4. And fo far 
does our bleſſed Saviour carry this Matter, as not on- 
ly to forbid the outward Acts of Uncleanneſs, but 
alſo to lay a Reſtraint upon the inward Thoughts and 
Deſires of the Mind, and every Thing elſe which 
hath the leaſt Tendency and Approach thereto. For 
whoſoever, ſaith he, lootelb upon a Woman 10 luſt after 
ber, hath committed Adultery with her Aung in his 
Heart, Matt. v. 28. 

24h. The heinous Sin of Fornication does alſo 
conſiſt in this, that by this Means Men commonly in- 
jure their own Bodies, and deprive themſelves of that 
Strength and Vigour which God hath endued them 
with, that they may be enabled to follow the Works 
of their Callings, and to promote the Benefit of hu- 
man Society; not to mention thoſe loathſome and 
horrid Diſcaſes which are the general Conſequences of 
this Vice. Now ſince every Man 1s abſolutely bound, 
as far as he is able, to promote the Benefit of Society 
(and let him be never ſo careful of his Health, there 
are innumerable Diſorders and Diſtempers which will 
probably, at one Time or other, ſeize upon him) it 
muſt certainly be a great Sin in any Man, for a wilful 
Indulgence in brutal Luſts, to weaken and debilitate 
his natural Strength, and thereby incapacitate himſelf 
for the Works of his Calling. The Force of whiche 
Argument is well urged by St Paul, 1 Cor. vi. 18. Fe 
Fornication. Every Sin that a Man doeth is without the 
Body, but he that commilteth Fornication ſinneth againſt 
bis own Body. And, therefore, in this Caſe alſo we 
may ſay with St Peter, Dearly beioved, abſtain from 


your 


(C4) 


your Bodies, they do, in that Reſpect, war againſt 
the Soul, 1 Pct. ii. 11. 

3aly, The vile and hortid Sin of Fornication will 
further appear from hence, that by robbing a Wo- 
man. of her Honour and Virtue, it deprives her of 
that which 1s the moſt valuable Jewel and Treaſure in 
this World. And there is this great Difference be- 
tween the Sin of Fornication and other Crimes, that 
Time and Repentance will in ſome Meaſure wear out 
the Remembrance of them ; but when a Woman has 
once Joſt her Honour in this Reſpect, it is ſeldom or 
ever forgotten, but ſhe is moſt commonly expoſed to 
the Scorn and Contempt of all ſober and modeſt People, 
as long as ſhe lives. And there is not any thing, up- 
on which all Parents of Piety and Virtue, how poor 
ſoever they be, do ſet a greater Value, than upon the 
Chaſtity and Honour of their Children : Neither is 
there any Incident which cauſes greater Grief and Vex- 
ation to them, than an Injury and Attempt upon it. 
(d) And if any Man can be fo ſtupid and infatuated 
as not to be ſenſible of this Injury, let him imagine 
that it were his own Caſe, and that one of his own 
Daughters (the Joy and Delight of his Soul) were 
drawn into this Snare, and. I'll engage he will readi- 
ly pronounce the Man to be a Villain, how high ſoe- 
ver his Quality and Station may, be in the World, who 
enticed and deluded her thereinto, And how natural 
this Senſe and Judgment is, we may plainly ſee by the 


famous Caſe of the Sons of Jacob, who when they 


flew Hamor the Hivite, and Shechem his Son, and all 
the Males of their City, {or the great Sin of Shechem in 


defiling their Siſter Dinah, Gen. xxxiv. and Jacob expo- 
ſtulated with them for this ſevere Proceeding, they 


thought this Anſwer to be ſufficient for their Vin- 


dication, viz. ſhould be deal with our Siſter as with an 


Harlot : v. ult. 
4thly 
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00 See the Guardian, No. 123. ahora haves are extyllanc Burr 
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* 4thly and laſtly. The great and grievous Sin of For- 
nication will be further evident from this Conſideration, 
#12, that it,is a moſt heinous and intolerable Afﬀront and 
Indignity offered to our Saviour Chriſt and to the Holy 


SGhoſt, the ſecond and third Perſons in the Bleſſed Trini- 


ty. For Chriſt is the Head of the Church, which is his Bo- 
dy, Eph. i. 22, 23. And Chriſtians are the Members 
of Chriſt's Body. And the Holy Ghoſt is ſaid to dwell 
in the Bodies of Chriſtians, as in a Temple. And there- 
fore, certainly, when any Chriſtian defiles that Body 
by Fornication and carnal Luſts, which is joined to 
Chrift as the Head, and in which the Holy Spirit of 
God dwells, it muſt be the higheſt Diſhonour and 
Contempt that can be caſt upon them. The Force 
of which Argument is well repreſented by St Paul, 

mow ye not, ſaith he, that your Bodies are the Mem- 
bers of Chriſt ? ſhall I then take the Members of Chriſt, 
and make them the Members of an Harlot ? God forbid, 
1 Cor. vi. 15 (e). And again, ſays the ſame Apoſtle, 
Know ye not that ye are the Temple of God, and that 
your Body is the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, which is in 


you? If any Man defile the Temple f God, bim will 


God deftroy : For the Temple of God is holy, which Tem- 
ple ye are, 1 Cor. vi. 19. 1it. 16. And thus much 
concerning the horrid Sin of Fornication. I proceed 
now to lay before you, 

2aly. The greater and more heinous Sin of Adul- 
tery. Now, all that I have before obſerved concern- 
ing the Crime of Fornication, may equally be applied 
to this of Adultery. It is the ſame Injury done to 


the Body; the ſame Contempt of God and his Au- 


thority ; and the ſame Diſhonour to Chriſt and the 
Holy Ghoſt, as the other, But yet there is a much 


(e) What can diſpoſe us to ſet a ſtricter Guard upon the Purity of 
our own Hearts, than our being Members of Chrift, and a Part of 
that Society of which that immaculate Perſon is the Head? Mr Ad- 
diſon, in Spectator, No. 186. An excellent Paſſage this, which I 
would to God all Perſons of eminent Rank and Dignity would ſe- 
riouſly conſider. 
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grearer Malignity in this Sin of Adultery, than in 
that of Fornication, and that in theſe three Reſpects. 

1. In that it is a Crime committed againſt a moſt 
direct and poſitive Contract which the Huſband and 
Wife have ſolemnly made to each other, in the Name 
of God, and in his more immediate Preſence, For 
when any Chriſtian Man and Woman are married to- 
gether, they do, in a moſt ſolemn Manner, before 
God, promiſe and vow that they will have and hold, 
for better, for worſe, Cc. and that forſaking all o- 
ther Perſons, they will cleave to each other ſo long as 
they both ſhall live. And therefore, whenever a 
married Man or Woman forſakes each other's Com- 
pany, thro' their Love and Affection to a Stranger, 
they are not only falſe to their own Word and Pro- 
miſe, moſt ſolemnly -made in God's Preſence, but are 
guilty alſo of the very worſt kind of Lying and Perjury. 
For, when the injured Party, whether it be the Huſ- 
band or the Wife, entred into the State of Matrimo- 
ny with the other, this was done in an entire Depen- 
dence upon the Honour and Fidelity of that Perſon, 
that he or ſhe would be true to thoſe Vows and Pro- 
miſes which ſhould be made to the other ; without 
which no doubt the matrimonial Contract had never 
been drawn. And therefore, for either of the Par- 
ties to forſake the other, after their Faith and Honour 
bath been ſo firmly pledged to each other, is an In- 
ſtance of the greateſt Baſeneſs and Treachery. And 
there is nothing which is to me more aſtoniſhing and 
ſurprizing, than that many Perſons of great Parts and 
Diſcernment, who eſteem a Breach of their Honour 
in the moſt trifling Matters to be ſo reproachful and 
diſgraceful to them, ſhould make ſo light of it in this 
Caſe, which is of the utmoſt Importance and Conſi- 
deration. 

2dly. The hes Sin of Adultery conſiſts . 
in this ; that the Stranger who hath 8 alienated the 
Affections of a married Perſon, is commonly the 
CH of the moſt dreadful and unſpeakable Miſchiefs 


15 | in 


KP, 
in the Family. For by this Means, when once the 
Crime comes to Light, (and the Providence of God 
will take Care that it ſhall be ſooner or later diſcover- 
ed) there is a Spirit of Jealouſy immediately raiſed up 
in the Breaſt of the injured Party, which it will be 
difficult, if not impoſſible, ever after to ſuppreſs. And 
by this Means the Affairs of the Family are moſt 
commonly neglected to its great Loſs and Damage: 
and the tender Love of the Huſband and Wife, upon 
which all their Happineſs entirely depends, is from 
that Moment quite extinguiſhed : which oftentimes, 
brings on an entire Separation to the utter Ruin and 
Prejudice of the Children. And it this does not hap- 
pen, there do moſt commonly ariſe from hence the 
moſt bitter Quarrels and Contentions, which entirely 
confound and deſtroy the Peace and Happinels of that 
Family, and ſometimes end in more tragical Conſe- 
quences (). And whenever any Stranger is thus 
guilty with a married Perſon, that Party 1s the Cauſe 
of all the Miſchiefs that follow, and they ſhall ſurely be 
laid to the ſaid Perſon's Charge in the Judgment of 
the great Day. And therefore the Sin of Adultery 
mult needs be very great and heinous, when it is not 
only a manifeſt Contempt of God and his holy Laws, 
but is alſo attended with ſuch horrid and dreadful 
Conſequences even in this preſent World. But, 
34ly and laſtly, The great and monſtrous Sin of A- 
dulcery does further conſiſt in this, that when the Huſ- 
band or Wife forſakes the other for the Company of 
Strangers, as ſuch Perſons are for the moſt part poor 
and neceſſitous, it often happens on this Account, 
that the injurious Party is put to a very great Expence 
to ſupport them in their Wants and Extravagancies, 
to the manifeſt Wrong and Damage of the Family: 
and which is worſe than that, there is by this means 
many times a ſpurious Iſſue raiſed up to inherit that 


| (Vid. Foſeph: Antig. Lib. 18. cap. 4. Where there is a moſt 
dreadful Inſtance of this Nature in the Perſons of D. Mandus, and 
Paulina: | 5 : TI 51 8 
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Portion which juſtly belongs to their own Children. 
Now ſince, as the Apoſtle obſerves, 2 Cor. xii. 14. 
The Parents are bound to lay up for the Children. And 


again, If any Man provide not for bis own Houſe, be hath 
denied the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel, 1 Tim. 
v. 8. It muſt certainly be the higheſt Injuftice and 
Iniquity in any Parent, by forſaking the Marriage- 


Bed, to raiſe up a falſe and ſuppoſititious Iſſue, which 
become not- only a great Injury to their own Children, 
but alſo the utmoſt Diſgrace and Scandal to their Fa- 


mily. And if, as St Paul aſſures us, No unrighteous 
Perſon ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 
vi. 9. Surely thoſe ſhall be removed at the greateſt 
Diſtance from it, who do thus wrong and injure their 
own Children. And therefore ſince this and the other 
great Miſchiefs before-mention'd, are the general Ef- 
fects and Conſequences of Adultery, I hope there 1s 
no Neceſſity of ſaying any more to expoſe the odious 
and deteſtable Nature of it. 

And thus having conſidered the great and dange- 
rous Sin of Adultery and Fornication, I. proceed now 


in the ſecond Place to enquire, in what reſpects God 
is ſaid to judge ſuch Perſons who are guilty of theſe 
Crimes. But Whoremongers and Adulterers God will 
Judge, i. e. He will adjudge them to Condemnation, 


as the Word . ſign ifies in many places of Scripture, 
and muſt needs ſignify in this Place. But fince the 
Providence of God has a Regard to this World as 
well as the next, I ſhall therefore conſider ſome of the 


chief and principal Ways in which the Juſtice of God 


miſhes Fornicators and Adulterers in this Life as 
well as hereafter. 


And 1f, with reſpect to the preſent World. But 


fince many of the Evils and Effects of both theſe Vices 


have been already touched upon, I ſhall therefore be 


the ſhorter on this Head. 


And 1/t then, The Juſtice of God does frequently 


puniſh thoſe who are addicted to theſe Vices, by ex- 


poting them to Shame, he let Men commit theſe 


7 Crimes 
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Crimes (as they think) never ſo ſecretly, yet when 


once they are diſcovered they immediately become the 
Scorn and Contempt of all ſober and modeſt People. 
The wiſe arid ſenſible Heathens themſelves, notwith- 
ſtanding all their Corruptions, did ever hold ſuch 
Perſons in the utmoſt Abhorrence (g). And the 
Greeks eſpecially did puniſh them ſeverely with Fines 
and Penalties: and they particularly expoſed Adul- 
terers to ſuch Shame and Ignominy, as would not be 
decent to mention in this Place (5). And indeed to 
ſay nothing of the Penances of the Church (which it 
would be well for the Nation if they were more con- 
ſtantly and regularly inflicted) there neither is, nor I 
hardly think ever was, any Age or Kingdom of the 
World, wherein Fornicators and Adulterers were not 
held odious and deteſtable, and their Converſation 
ſhunned and avoided by all ſober and modeſt People. 
24ly, Another Way in which the Juſtice of God of- 
ten puniſheth Adulterers and Fornicators in this World, 
is by bringing them to Poverty. This T before ob- 


ſerved is the general Effect of the Sin of Adultery ; 


and it holds in great meaſure true with regard to For- 
nication, Thus ſays the wiſe Man, A Whore is a deep 


Ditch, and a ſtrange Woman is a narrow Pit, Prov. 


xxlii. 27. as much as to ſay, when a Man gives him- 
ſelf up to the Converſation of a Harlot, he muſt needs 
be drawn into a very great Charge and Expence, from 
which it is very difficult for him ever to recover and 
: (s) Præclara ſunt iſta Muſonii, f O, ovuronal „Sc. Ons 
nes commixtiones cum fzmina quæ non ſunt ſecundum legem tur- 
pes ſunt & ex intemperantia fiant, magnumque probrum conflant, 


iis qui illas venantur. Porphyrius de non eſu animantium, 4to. 


Exel s q £Taiparc, xc. Cum meretrice conſueſcere non vetat 
(lex nempe politica) id tamen turpe eſt & merces ex meretricibus 
quæſita modeſtis viris probroſa dycitur. Hæc naturalis ſuggeſtio 
obſtitit quo minus vaga Venus uno impetu aut etiam fine diſcrimine 
pudoris ſepta perrumperet. Grot. in Matt. v. 27. wid. loc. 
And upon what Accounts ſome States and People connived at ſuch 
looſe Practices was obſerved in the Preface out of Pu fendorf. lib. 
YhEap.1.9, 4-7 | . F 
) Vid. Potter's Antiquities, Book iv. Chap. 12. Rh 
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extricate himſelf. And what the ſame wiſe Man ob- 
ſerves in another Place, many Families in this and o- 
ther Nations, who were once in a very happy and 
flouriſhing Condition, have I fear found to be too 
true by Experience, viz. That by Means of a whoriſh 
Woman, a Man is brought to a Morſel of Bread, Prov. 
vi. 26, Bur, 1 

34y,' The Juſtice of God often reaches to Adul- 
terers and Fornicators even in this preſent World, by 
bringing Death and Deſtruction upon them. And 
this not only happens in the natural Way, as the Ef- 
fect of thoſe Diſeaſes which ſuch Perſons bring upon 
themſelves, and which often prove incurable ; but it is 
alſo frequently brought about by other Methods *. 
Thus, ſometimes the Contentions and Quarrels in 
which ſuch Perſons are engaged, bring this great 
Miſchief upon them. At other times the injured Par- 
ty by Way of Revenge, hath purſued the guilty Per- 
{on to his Deſtruction, of which ſome remarkable In- 
| ſtances are to be found in Hiſtory (i). Sometimes alſo 
the Stranger who hath been guilty with a married Per- 
ſon, hath, through the Uneaſineſs and Conſcience of 
the Fact, been tempted to procure the Death of the 
ſaid Perſon, in order to conceal the Shame and Guilt of 
the Crime from her own Family. And thus Solomon 
remarks, that tbe Adultereſs will hunt for the precious 
Life. Prov. vi. 26. as much as to ſay, that when a 
married Perſon hath been guilty with another Wo- 
man's Huſband, ſhe will be ſtrongly ſollicited to 
compaſs his Death, that hereby ſhe may keep the 
Knowledge of her Crime from her own Huſband (&). 
And beſides all theſe Ways in which Fornicators and 


there are very ſignal Inſtances of this Nature in the Perſons of Phra- 

ates, Herod, and Anilzus. | 7 

(i) Vid Porter's Antiquities, Vol. II. lib. iv. cap. 12. p. 302. 
{#) Vid Patrick in loc. „ 2 


Adulterers do bring themſelves frequently to an un- 
untimely End, the Providence of God does ſometimes 
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immediately interpoſe in the Ruin and Overthrow of 
ſuch wicked Perſons. Thus, when Zimri, a Prince 
of the Simeonites, was found in an Act of Uncleanneſs 
with .Cozbi one of a chief Family among the Midia- 
' mites, the Spirit of the Lord raiſed up the Zeal of 
* Phinehas upon this Occaſion, who thruſt them both 
through upon the Spot with a Javelin. Numb. xxv. 6, 
Cc. And when Sodom and Gomorrah gave themſelves 
over to Fornication, and went after ſtrange Fleſh, 
they were deſtroyed by Fire and Brimſtone from Hea- 
ven, and, as St Jude tells us, ver. 7. are ſet forth for 
an Example, ſuffering the Vengeance of eternal Fire. 
And in Caſe it ſhould not pleaſe God to interpoſe by 
a particular Providence, yet that thoſe who were guil- 
ty of the horrid Sin of Adultery, might not poſſibly 
eſcape among his People the Jes, he expreſsly or- 
dered in the Law, that the Adulterer and Adullereſs 
ſhould ſurely be put to Death. Lev. xx, 10. 

And thus you fee in how many reſpects the Juſtice 
of God puniſhes Adulterers and Fornicators even in 
this preſent World, by ſubjecting them to Shame and 
Diſgrace, to Poverty and Hardſhips, and by often 
bringing them to an untimely and miſerable End. 
But though it ſhould pleaſe God in his infinite Mercy 
and Goodneſs to ſend none of theſe Judgments upon 
them, but to let them go altogether unpuniſhed in 
this Life (which 1s a Caſe that very ſeldom happens to 
ſuch Perſons), yet there is one thing moſt ſure, and 
they may expect it, unleſs they timely and heartily 
repent of their Sins, and that 1s, that in the Life to 
come, they ſhall fall into the hands of the living God, 
who will pour on them the Severity of his Wrath and 
Vengeance. For thus ſays St Peter, the Lord reſer- 
* wveth the Unjuſt unto the Day of Judgment to be puniſhed, 
* but chiefly them that walk after the Fleſh in the Luſt o 
| Uncleanneſs, and who have Eyes full of Adultery, and 
that cannot ceaſe from Sin. 2 Pet. ii. 9, 10, 14. And 
St Paul aſſures us, that neither Fornicators nor Adul- 
terers 10 inherit the Kingdom of God. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 


10. 
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(12) 


10. And again he tells us, that no. M huremonger wor 


unclean Perſon bath any Inhetitante in the Kingdom of 


Chriſt and of God, Eph. v. 5. and in the Words of the 
Text, that V horemongers and Adulterers God will judge. 
And ſurely then, if ſach Perſons who only break the 
leaſt of God's Commandments and ſhall teach Men ſo, 
ſhall be ſentenced to Hell, as our Lord aſſures us, Mart. 
v. 19. We may juſtly conclude, that they who are 
guilty of ſuch-baſe and enormous Crimes as thoſe of 
Adultery and Fornication, and live and die in them 
without Repentance, ſhall be RIG to the hot- 
teſt Flames. 

And thus I have repreſented to you the great and 
heinous Sins of Adultery and Fornication, and the 


manifeſt and horrible Danger of them boch in this 


Life and the next. And from what has been conſi- 
dered upon this head, one would have thought it im- 
poſſible (did not Experience too fatally convince us to 
the contrary) that any Men of common Senſe and Un- 
derſtanding, and much more that any Perſons born 


and educated in a Chriſtian Country, ſhould wilfully 


engage in the Commiſſion of ſuch odious and accurſed 


Crimes. But alas! we have had too many deplorable . 
Inſtances of Perſons, who have been ſo far from be- 


ing aſhamed of theſe horrid Vices, that they have glo- 


ried in them: Nay, and have been ſo bold and adda- 


cious, as openly to defend the Lawfulneſs of theſe Prac- 
tices, and eſpecially that of Fornication from the Ho- 


ly Scripture itſelf: Though as an Apoſtolical Father of 


the Church hath rightly judged, the Man who per- 
verts the Oracles of the Lord to his own Luſt, is the 
firſt-born of Satan (/). And therefore it will be very 
necefſary to take what they have to ſay upon _y Point 
into our ſerious ane | 


600 Ply Epil. ad Phitippend. 6 7 . To which we may add' 
that excellent Obſervation of a Writer of our own, wiz. That a de- 
liberate advancing of Vice with all the Wit in the World, is as ill 


an Action as any that comes before the Magiſtrate, and ought to 


by recelved as ſuch by the People. Spectator, No. 2 > 
Now, 
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Now, the Libertines of the preſent Age do fre- 
quently draw an Argument for the Lawfulneſs of For- 
nication at leaſt, if not of Adultery alſo, from the 
Examples of Abrabam, Jacob, and other holy Men, 
under the old Teſtament, who had Communication 
with their Hand-Maids and other Perfons beſides their 
Wives, who were called Concubines. And therefore 
| they aſk why they may not at this time lawfully do 
the fame. But now ſuppoſing this to be true, this will 
by no means prove the Lawfulneſs of Fornication. 
Tor there are no Men in the World (our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour himſelf being only excepted) whoſe Examples 
are in all Caſes a ſafe and certain Rule of our Practice. 
And it does not always follow, that all the Actions of 

holy and good Men are juſt and innocent, which are 
not expreſsly condemned in the ſacred Writings. For 
the Law of God is our Rule, and by that Law the Sin 
of Fornication is very plainly condemned even under 
the Old Teſtament. Thus, ſays Moſes, there ſhall be 
no Whore of the Daughters of Iſrael, and thou ſhalt not 
bring the Hire of a Whore into the Houſe of the Lord for 
auy Vow, for it is an Abomination to the Lord thy God, 
Deut. xxili. 17, 18. (n). And therefore, ſince For- 
nicat ion is ſo expreſsly condemned in the Law of God, 
it would be abſolutely unlawful, though we ſhould 
2 ſuppoſe that all the Patriarchs, to a Man, had com- 
mitted ir. But the Argument itfelf is falſe and de- 
ceitful, and only betrays the Ignorance as well as Im- 
piety of thoſe who alledge it. For the Concubines 
kept by the Patriarchs were not Harlots, as theſe Per- 
ſons vainly imagine, but Wives lawfully married, and 
that for Life, though of a different Kind from, and 
with leſs Privileges than, thoſe of the Wives properly 
ſo called (). Thus when Sarai gave her Maid Ha- 


la) Vid. Patrick in loc. | | 
(z) Nothing can be more. juſt and pertinent than what our mot 
learned Selaen hath obſerved upon this head, vix. Tertullianus in 
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(14), 


gar to Abraham, the Scripture in plain Words tells us, 


that ſhe gave her io her Huſband Abram to be his Wife. 
Gen. xvi. 3. And Bilbab the Maid of Rachel, and 
Zilpab the Maid of Leah who were the proper Wives 
of Jacob, when they were given to him by the ſaid 
Perſons, are expreſsly ſaid each of them to be given 
him to be bis Wife. Gen. xxx 4, 9. And Keturah, 
who in 1 Chron." i. 32. is called Abraham's. Concu- 


bine, is in Gen. xxv. 1. directly ſaid to be his Wife. 


And the ten Concubines of King David whom Ab/a- 
lom had defiled, (2 Sam. xvi. 22.) and whom the King 


after his return to Feruſalem had ſhut up in Con- 


finement unto the Day of their Death, leſt their going 
abroad ſhould expoſe them to publick Reproach and 
Infamy, are faid to remain in a State of Widowhood, 
which they could nor, in any Propriety of Speech, be 
faid to have done, if they had not been before married 
to the King. 2 Sam. xx. 3. (u) From all which Paſ- 
ſages it is very evident, that theſe Concubines were not 
Harlots, but lawfut Wives. And the difference be- 
tween them and the Wives principally ſo called, the 
Zewiſh Writers tell us conſiſted in theſe two Things. 
1/, in that the Concubines had not any Dowry fet- 
tled upon them, as the principal Wives had (o); a 


Cuſtom obſerved by the ancient Grecians alſo, to di- 


ſtinguiſh their Concubines from ſuch Wives, though 
da Were eh: en matried to them af P). And 


lib. de Moos cap. vi. Abraham inquit, mutatus eſt in Diga- 
miam per ancillz concubinatum —Concubinatus igitur tune nuptiæ 


erant, & concubiua etiam uxor habita ; & quia ancilla erat, ideo con- 


cobjnam fuiſſe Ceturam volunt magiſtrorum nonnulli. In univerſum 
autem ii concubinas ab uxoribus diſtinguunt pactis dotalibus, & 
ſppnfaliorum ſolennibus. De Jur. Nat. & Gent. lib. v. cap. 7. 


Fhe learned Grotius alſo Tpeaks much to the ſame Purpoſe, de Jur. 


Bell. & Pacis, lib. ii cap. 5. F 15. See alſo Biſhop Patrick, 
in 2 Sam v. 13. and A. g 4 Civitat. Dei, lib. xvi. cap. 34. 
() Vid. Poli Synopſ. Critic. and Biſhop Patrick in loc. 


(e) See Biſhop Pazrick in 2 Sam. v. 13. and Selden and Grot. in 
the Places laſt cited. 
4 0 Vid. Potter? 8 Antiquities, Val. II. Üb. iv. cap. 11. p. 273. 
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(62) 


2dly, in that the Children of the Concubines could not 


inherit their Father's Eſtate, as the Children of the 
proper Wives, had a Right to do, but the Father was 
obliged to provide for them out of his perſonal Goods 
(40. And thus we read that Abraham gave all that he 
had to 1/aac, i. e. ſays a learned Expoſitor, he decla- 
red him his Heir, and ſettled his whole Eſtate upon 
him (r). 
gave Gifts, i. e. ſome Portions out of his Money and 
Goods, Gen. xxv. 5, 6. And moreover, though a 
Concubine was truly and really a Wife, as we have 
juſt now ſeen ; yet ſhe was not allowed to be the Mi- 
ſtreſs of the Family, but was taken in for the Increaſe 
thereof, by the Generation of Children, And ſuch 
Wives as theſe were commonly choſen out of the Ser- 
vants ; whereas, the prime Wife was a Free- Woman 
or elſe immediately became fo by being married to 
govern the Family, and to bring forth Children to 
inherit the Eſtate, as a very great Judge in theſe Mat- 
ters hath wel] obſerved (s). This is the true Diffe- 
rence between the Wives and the Concubines under 
the Old Teſtament. And now in the Name of God 
how will this prove the Lawfulneſs of Fornication from 
the Example of the Patriarchs, or that a Man may have 


Communication with a Woman out of the Bands of 


Wedlock, when this is ſo clearly and fully condemned 


4 by God, both in the Old and New Teſtament (7)? 
It 


(000 Evenire poteſt, non ex lege tantum, ſed & ex pactione, ut qui ex 
conjugio nati ſunt, alimenta ſola habeant, aut certe excludantur a 
3 hæreditate. Conjugium tali pacto i initum, etiam cum li- 

era fæmina concubinatum Hebræi vocant, quale erat Abrahami 
cum Cethura, cujus liberi perinde, ut Iſmael ancillæ Hagaris filius, 
dona, i e. legata quædam accepetunt; hæreditatem autem non 
creverunt. Tale eſt matrimonium ad morgengabicam quod dicitur: 
à quo non longe abeunt ſecundæ nuptiæ apud Brabantos ; nam re- 
rum ſoli quæ exſtabant, cum matrimonium prius ſolv.- etar, proprietas 
acquiritur prioribus liberis. Grot. de Jur. Bell. & Pac. 4s, 2. cap. 
7. 98. See alſo Biſhop Patrick in Gen. xxv. 6. 

(r) Vid. Patrick in Gen. xxiv. 36. 

(s) See Patrick on Gen. xxii. ult. 

Ov And there is certainly the greateR Reifons? in the World for 
this 


But unto the Sons of his Concubines he 
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If any thing can be drawn at preſent from the Exam- 
ple of the Patriarchs in this Matter, it would be, that 
Men might have a Plurality of Wives at the ſame time 
if they pleaſed: which, as it was indeed indulged to 
the Patriarchs, and no doubt for the ſpeedier Propa- 
gation of Mankind, in the firſt Ages of the World, 
fo was it clearly allowed to the Fews, Deut. xxi. 15, 
Sc. And this perhaps for the ſame Reafon that Di- 
vorces were, viz. for the Hardneſs of their Hearts. 
But however this may be, it is certain that this Privi- 
ge 1s utterly taken away by the Goſpel of Chrift, in 
which St Paul tells us, the Rule is, that 40 avoid For- 
nication, every Man ſhould have his own Wife, and eve- 
ry Woman her own Huſband. 1 Cor. vii. 2. And that 
this is an abſolute Prohibition,that any Chriſtian ſhould 
have more than one Wife or one Huſband at the ſame 
time, is very manifeſt from what the ſame Apoſtle | 
obſerves in the Words following, viz. The Wife |: 
hath not Power of her own Body but the Huſband; and 
likewiſe alſo, the Huſband hath not power of his own Bo- 
dy but the Wife, ver. 4. of which no good Senſe could 
be made, if when two Perſons were married together, 
the Huſband might take another Wife, or the Wife 
another Huſband, during the natural Life of each o- 
ther (4). And that this Law is grounded upon the 
higheſt Wiſdom, and tends moſt to the real Intereſt |? 
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this Prohibition; for to uſe the excellent Words of Maimoni de,, 
that learned Rabbi. Whoremongers are here (Deut. xxiii. 17.) 
condemned, and no other Conjunction permitted, but with a Man's 
own Wife publickly married. For if a private Marriage had been 
ſufficient, many would have kept Women in their Houſes as Har- 
lots, and pretended they were their Wives. Therefore after a Man 
had privately eſpouſed a Woman, he was bound publickly to keep- |? 
his Wedding. See the Paſſage at large in Biſhop Patrick, on Deut. 
xxiii. 17. See alſo Preface, p xi. in Note. 

(a) In re foci nemo ſociorum jus plenum habet. Grof. in loc. 
Jus non habet (uxor) ut pro ſua voluntate poſſit vel alteri cuipiam ſe 
tradere vel permittere conjugi connubium cum altero, quod & padto p 
matrimoniali & præcepto Dei repugnaret. Poli Synopſ. in lac. 

See alſo Dr Whitby, who ſpeaks very fully to the ſame purpoſe. 1 
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(17) 
and Advantage of Mankind, many learned Writers 
have fully ſhewn (w). And thus much may be ſuffi- 
cient to diſplay the great and heinous Guilt both of A- 
dultery and Fornication, and the dreadful and horri- 
ble Danger of them, both in this Life and the next. 

I am ſenſible, indeed, that nothing hath contri- 
buted ſo much to the quick and extenſive Propaga- 
tion of theſe accurſed Vices, as that ſo many Perſons 
of the greateſt Faſhion and Diſtinction, in many 
Parts of the World, have given ſo much Countenance 
to thern by their own Example. Nay, and that many 
Chriſtian Princes themſelves (I ſpeak it with the ut- 
moſt Sorrow and Concern for them) have fatally in- 
dulged themſelves in ſuch Liberties (x): Inſomuch 
that, as a very wiſe and learned Prelate rightly ob- 
ſerves, theſe horrid Crimes have been as much legiti- 
mated in Courts, as they have been condemned elſe- 
where (y). But yet this will not in the leaſt juſtify 
or excuſe any of us in the Commiſſion of theſe Tranſ- 


2 greflions. For the Law of God is our Rule, and by 


that we are ſtrictly required, not only to abſtain from 
all outward Acts of Uncleanneſs, but to be abſolutely 


pure even in our Hearts, Matt. v. 8. And we muſt 
not, in any Caſe, follow a Multitude to do Evil, Exod. 
= XxXill. 2, And yet, as bad as the World is, and hath 
ever been, there have not, I bleſs God, been wanting 
in all Ages ſome illuſtrious Examples, even of the 


greateſt Men, who have had the utmoſt Abhorrence 


of theſe odious Vices. Of which, beſides that of the 
7 bleſſed Martyr King Charles I. who (notwithſtanding 
the baſe Reflections injuriouſly caſt upon him in this 
2 Reſpect, by his implacable Adverſary Milton) (ꝝ) 


(a) Vid. Puffendorf, lib. vi. cap. i $ 19 
(x) See a remarkable Paſſage to this Purpoſe in Whifton' s Me- 


7 moirs of his Life, p. 431. 


( y 7 Burnet's Abridgement of his Hiſt. of the Reformation, 


© 'Defenſio pro Pop. Anglic. ady. Salmaſium, 4to. p. 40. 
| | | Was 


(18) 
was yet ever highly honoured for his conjugal Cha- 
ſtity, as the greateſt of his Enemies have freely ac- 
knowledged: I have only Time to mention two or 
three, which ate very remarkable. The. firſt is that 
of Jaacus Comnenus, a Chriſtian Prince, the 92d of 
the Roman Emperors ; ' who, though he was not free 
from other Faults, is yet recorded to be fo exceeding 
chaſte, that happening to fall ſick when he was abſent 
from Home, and being adviſed by his Phyſicians, to 
a criminal Indulgence of the Kind we are now treat- 
ing of (and how they came to give him ſuch ſtrange 
Advice I cannot imagine) he yet utterly rejected their 
Counſel, ſaying, That he would not be guilty of fo 
great an Injury and Diſhonour to his own Wife (a). 
The other Inſtances I ſhall call to Mind at this 
Time, ſhall be of ſuch Perſons who have lived and 
died Pagans, and are therefore the more to be ad- 
mired for their great Continence. The firſt Inſtance 
is that of Scipio the Roman Proconſul, who in his 
Wars in Spain, among many other fine Ladies who 
were his Priſoners, (and in ſecuring of whom from 
Injury (4) and Violence, according to the Cuſtom 
which in that Caſe obtained amongſt good Men (c), 
he took a very particular Care) having got into his 
Power one of the moſt incomparable Beauty and 
Perfect ions, and who, as Livy intimates, might eafily 
have gained upon his own Affections; yet, when up- 
on Enquiry, he underſtood that ſhe was contracted to 
Allucius Prince of the Celtiberi, he returned her pre- 
ſently, together with the Portion of Money which 
had been offered for her Ranſom, in the moſt obliging 
Manner that was poſſible, unſtained and inviolated, to 
| — 5 - 
(a) Echard's Roman Hiſtoxy.continved, Vol. III. p. 186. 


(6) Certum eſt tamen ad profligandam provinciam maxime 
profeciſſe ſingularem ducis ſanctitatem, &c. Luc. Florus, lib. ii. 


cap. vi. 


% See this Matter ſtated by Got. de Jur. Bell. & Pac. lib. iii. 
cap iv. F 19. TREE . | 
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( 19) 

her proper Huſband (4)! which, as Machiavel 1 
ſerves (e), gained him for ever the higheſt Efteem 
and Veneration in that Country. The like was ſoon 
after done by the great Pompey, in the Mithridatic 
War, who having taken ſeveral of the Wives and 
Concubines of Mithridates captive, it is remarked of 
him to his great Honour, that he meddled with none 
of them, but ſent them pure and untouched to their 
Parents and Friends, who were moſt of them Kings 
and Princes of the Eaſt (f). And long before his 
Days we have a notable Example to this Purpoſe in 
the great and renowned Cyrus, whom God fore- or · 
dained to be the Reſtorer and Deliverer of his Peo- 
ple. This excellent Prince having, in his Wars 
againſt the Babylonians, taken Priſoner Panthea, 
a Lady of ſingular Worth and Beauty, the Wife of 
Abradates Prince of Shuſhan, he kept her chaſtly, 
without the Jeaſt Injury, for her own Huſband: 
Which Act of Generoſity and Goodneſs had ſuch an 
Effect upon Abradates, that he ſoon after reyolted to 
him, and died fighting valiantly in his Defence (g). 
To which we may add the remarkable Behaviour of 
Alexander the Great, who, though he was not himſelf 
free from theſe ſoftning Vices, yet when, among ma- 
ny other Princeſſes, he took captive the Wife of Da- 
rius at the Battle of ſus, a Lady of inimitable Ac- 


compliſhments, he was ſo far from offering any Vio- 


lence to her Modeſty, that he never came fo much as 
to ſee her but once, from that Time to her Death, 
and that in the Preſence of her Mother-in- Law (+); 

ew * oh 5 


(4) Livii Rom. Hiſt. lib. xxvi. cap. 1, 

(e) Reflections upon Liyy, lib. iii. * xx. Vid. etiam een 
in Vit. Ariſtomenis. 

Plutarch in Pompeio. 

( g) Xenophont. Cyropad. lib. v. & vi. 

(4) Q. Curt. lib. iv. cap. 10. To which we may add his gene- 
rous Behaviour to Roxana, a moſt beautiful Captive, Daughter of 


Oxxathres a noble oi with whom, though he was violently 


would have no Converſe, till he had married 


in Love with her, h 
| her 
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odious and diſgraceful (I). But let it be the Copy 


16 


of. which, when Darius received certain Information, 
a little before the Battle of Arbela, he broke out into 
the higheſt Admiration of his Virtue, and earneſtly 
begged of the Gods, that if they were not pleaſed-to 


confirm himſelf in the Kingdom of Ala, they would 


confer it upon no one elſe than that juſt Enemy, and 
compaſſionate Conqueror (i). And, to ſay no more 
upon this Head, even Julian the Apoſtate himſelf, 
when, in his Wars in Per/ia, he had taken Priſoners 
ſeveral Ladies of the greateſt Endowments, he not 
only abſtained from any Abuſe of their Perſons, but 
would not ſo much as go to viſit them, that herein he 
might imitate Alexander the Great, and the renowned 
Scipio, who refrained from theſe Vices, leſt they 
ſhould be overcome by Luſt and Wantonneſs, whom 


no Labours and Hardſhips could ſubdue (&). 


Theſe are remarkable Inſtances of heroic Virtue, 
even in the Heathen World, and which many of 
the Potentates and great Men of Chriſtendom may 
call to Mind with Shame and Confuſion. And if any 
of us are reſolved to be guided by Examples, let it 
not be of thoſe Perſons who, how high ſoever their 


State and Quality may be in this World, are, by Rea- 


ſon of theſe odious Vices, a Diſgrace and Scandal to 
the very Chriſtian Name; and the greater and more 
elevated their Condition is, they are ſo much the more 


and 


her. Arrianus cum narraſſet Alexandrum Roxanes amore captum 
*x kei vEpioar xalumep di% pdaruw]o dang YAHma: 8 5% 
anatwaoai, noluiſſe ea ut captiva per libidinem abuti, ſed matri- 
monio dignatum, adjicit fa&ti laudationem. Plutarchus de eodem 
facto, vx & eie ana Eynue giaoroper, non per libidinem a- 
buſus ea eſt, ed uxorem duxit ut dignum Philoſopho. Gret. ibid. 
(5) Q. Curc. ibid. | 
\ (4) Vid. Annotat. in Q. Curt, varior. ibid. p. 208. 
(/) Omne animi vitium tanto conſpectius in ſe | 
Crimen habet, quanto major qui peccat habetur. Juy. Sat. 


8. 1. 140, 141. 


Ex hoc ipſo utique deteriores ſumus, fi melio res non ſumus, qui 


meliores eſſe debemus. Criminoſior enim culpa eſt ubi honoratior 


ſtatus 


„ tt AO 9 


„ os Foe reer 


( 21 ) 
and Pattern of ſuch Men as I have now mentioned, 
who will be for ever celebrated for their Generoſity 
and Moderation, as long as any Hiſtory remains, 
Whilſt it is much to be feared, the Names of many 
grew Men in the Chriſtian World, who will not bear 


e leaſt Check and Reprehenſion in the flagitious 
Courſes we have been now conſidering, will be bu- 


ried in eternal Oblivion, or remembred only with 
Abhorrence and Deteſtation. 


Holy Scripture is our Rule, and by that we are o- 


Adultery. And indeed we have the greateſt Reaſon 
to do ſo, ſince the Apoſtle in the Text hath aſſured 
us, that horemongers and Adulterers God will judge. 
It will be almoſt needleſs to put you in Mind of that 
which we have ſo often done upon other occaſions, 
viz, That if you are ſincere in your Reſolutions (which 


and all unbecoming Freedoms, and every Thing elſe 
which may have the 4noſt remote Tendency to lead 
you into the Commiſſion of them. For we are not 
only ſtrictly bound to have our outward Converſation, 
3s becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, Phil. i. 27. but, if 
ve expect to fee God, we muſt be pure in Heart, Matt. 


, 8. and abſtain from all _"_— of Evil, 1 Theſl, 
22. 


tus: Si honoratior eſt perſona peccantis, peccati quoque mayor 
vidia. Salvian de Gubernat. Dei. p. 127, 128. 
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In Sermon, read page 2. for page 16, 


But however Men may judge in this Matter, the 


bliged to flee Fornication, as well as not to commit 


God in his Mercy grant you may ever be) to abſtain. 
rom theſe groſs Sins, you muſt carefully endeavour. 
o reſtrain yourſelves from all impure Thoughts and 
Deſires (Matt. v. 28.), wanton Glances and Geſtures, 
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V 4 


IE Reality and Authority of our Bleſſed 
Saviour's Miracles defended, in Anſwer to 


| all . material Objections which have been raiſed 
__ them, both antient and modern. 


II. A Diſcourſe concerning the religious Obſerva- 
tion of the Lord's Day, both doctrinal and practical. 


In Two Paxrs. 


. Under the following Heads, vial 


1. The Grounds and 
Reaſons of the Obſerva- 


tion of the Sabbath and 


Lord's Day. 
2. An 1 of the 


Change of the Day from 


the Seventh to the Firſt 
Day of the Week. 
3, The Benefits and 


The 


Advantag G8: both to the 
Public and to private Per- - 
ſons, from the devout and 


religious Obſervation of 
the Lord's Day. 


4. The particular Man- 
ner in which this Holy 


| Day ought to be obſerved 
by all Chriſtians, 


SECOND EDITION. 


II. The Certainty and Importance of a Fatare 
Judgment, and everlaſting Retributions, conſidered 
and repreſented, in three Sermons, preached in the 
Pariſh Church of Craike, in the Dioceſe of Durham. 


IV. Miracles continued beyond the Times of the 


Apoſtles, c. 


In Anſwer to Dr Middleton, 


- 
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